
 

 

 

November 16, 2018 

 

Dear Madeira Community, 

  

Madeira is indeed a special place. The opportunity to build upon Madeira’s rich tradition, while 

innovating for a modern world, is a gift I will forever treasure. I am now looking ahead toward a 

planned retirement at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. 

  

Though it is nearly two years away, I wanted to give the Board all the time it needs to identify the best 

possible candidate to lead our school toward the next chapter in our history. I fully intend to finish the 

important work still to be accomplished during my remaining 20 months. We will complete the 

Campaign to renovate the final dorm, endow the Co-Curriculum program, and fund a new state-of-

the-art academic building to support Madeira’s continued growth in interdisciplinary offerings and to 

elevate our program capabilities. 

  

As I reflect upon my time at Madeira, I am reminded how my journey began here. Nine years ago, I 

flew in from Paris to meet the Madeira Search Committee. I was so impressed by this group of 

remarkable women and men, and by their obvious love of their school. The decision to accept the job 

was an easy one –  I became Madeira’s ninth Head of School. 

 

From the start, Madeira offered a welcoming community, and I easily called it home from the day I 

moved into The Land. It has been a true privilege to work with a supportive Board of Trustees that 

takes its role of holding the future of Madeira in its hands as a mission unto itself.  

  

The caliber of Madeira’s faculty and staff – a group with an exceptional commitment to the art of 

teaching and to working with young women – is one of the strong foundations of the School. I feel so 

privileged to share professional work, as well as friendship and many memorable lunchtime 

conversations, with such an august group.  

  

Every incoming head aspires to make a difference. Coming into Madeira, I had the challenge of 

bringing positive change to an already strong school. We have made many changes, big and small, 

while making sure that the core of Madeira’s strength remains as Lucy Madeira meant it to be. Nine 

years later, I look at what we have accomplished as a strong and inclusive team, and I do feel a sense 

of pride mixed with humility. None of what we have today is the work of a single person, and it takes 

the strength of an entire community to embrace change and to make it happen. I believe that the 

changes we have enacted have strengthened Madeira as a premier choice in all girls’ boarding/day 

schools. 

  

As I look ahead to this new stage in my life, which I expect will be filled with family, childhood 

friends, travel, and ways of giving back to the world that has given me so much, I am proud and 

grateful to have been part of this community of Madeira girls, alumnae, families, and friends. I know 

that the School will continue to thrive, and that Madeira will always be strong in her girls.  

 

Very Truly Yours, 

 

 
 

Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 

Head of School 


