
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Madeira Families, Alumnae, and Friends: 

  

Head of School Pilar Cabeza de Vaca has shared with Madeira’s Board of Trustees that she 

intends to retire at the end of the 2019-20 school year after a fruitful ten-year tenure. 

  

She has made the announcement more than a year-and-a-half before her planned retirement 

because she feels it is important to begin the succession planning process that enables the Board 

to find the best possible successor. At the same time, Pilar has made it very clear she still has 

much to accomplish in the next 20 months. 

  

Pilar has been an impressive change agent at Madeira. She took an already strong institution and 

laid out a strategic plan – focused on innovation, community, and sustainability – to position 

Madeira firmly as a school that prepares girls for the challenges of a new century. Pilar’s bold 

vision led Madeira to adopt a more interdisciplinary, student-centered educational program, 

within an innovative modular schedule. 

  

She has shepherded the highly successful All the Difference Campaign, now at 72% of its $85M 

goal. Some of the results of the Campaign are already visible around campus – from the 

renovations of four of our dorms to the new organic turf athletic field – and Pilar expects to 

complete the Campaign during her tenure. Finally, Pilar reminds us that education is joyful, 

whether one is learning or teaching (or both), and she has encouraged the community to find joy 

in their day-to-day work. 

  

The Board has already begun the work of identifying Madeira’s tenth Head of School. Trustees 

Anne Faircloth ’87 and Tracy Savage ’66 have graciously agreed to lead the Search Committee. 

In the coming weeks, the Search Committee will provide further information and updates. We are 

fully committed to sustaining the bright vision for Madeira’s future that Pilar has so ably 

spearheaded. 

  

We will have many opportunities in the coming months to honor and celebrate Pilar’s numerous 

accomplishments. In the meantime, Pilar is quick to remind me that she and her team have high 

expectations for what we will together achieve over the next 20 months, as she leaves Madeira 

poised for the exceptional person who will succeed her. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Catherine Harris Shraga '70 

President, Madeira Board of Trustees 


