
 

March 24, 2020 

Dear Madeira Students and Families, 

As most of you are now aware, Governor Northam of Virginia has decreed that all schools in the 

state, public and private, are to remain closed for the rest of this school year and continue with 

online delivery of their curriculum. I am heartbroken at the news, especially since this is my last 

year. I was looking forward to celebrating with all our girls, and particularly our senior class, 

these last months filled with joyous traditions and experiences, and to building collectively those 

memories that last forever. 

Despite the sad news, however, now is the time for us to focus on what makes Madeira what it 

is: strong girls getting ready to be launched as women who change the world. Often it is these 

trials life puts before us that make us build resilience. All of us at Madeira are committed to 

making these next months of school the best they can be, delivering our strong academic 

program in exceptional ways. Our teachers, advisors, counselors, dorm parents, and all the 

support staff will continue to work throughout the year to support and guide each of our students. 

Our biggest priority is to maintain the spirit of community that makes Madeira such a wonderful 

environment for all of us, regardless of whether we are students, parents, or the adults that work 

here. 

We are fortunate indeed in today’s world to have state-of-the art technology at our fingertips. We 

will use it to the fullest. Our teachers are ready to deliver innovative distance learning. Over the 

past week, they have been increasing their use of various tools to enhance the process to deliver 

content and build skills, and also to bring a sense of community, so important for all of us. 

I know this decision leaves you with many questions. You will be receiving further details in the 

coming days about distance learning, retrieving belongings from campus, and other unfolding 

questions as we work together through this unprecedented time. 

To all my Madeira girls: as I write this I think of each one of you and the joy you have brought to 

me every day. This is a time when our core values will make us stronger and pull us through to 

the other side. Be compassionate, practice care for yourselves and others, and be confident and 

optimistic that brighter days will come, for they will indeed. The future is yours, and I am 

committed to helping you shine as you face it. I miss you, but I know that you will do Madeira 

proud. Function in disaster and finish in style. Go Snails! 

I send all of you my most heartfelt regards and wishes for you to stay safe and healthy. 

 

Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 

Head of School 


