
 

March 24, 2020 

Hello Boarders and Families, 

The news from Ms. Cabeza de Vaca has most likely prompted again your thinking about what a 

continued campus closure means for any belongings you still have in your dorm room. We in the 

Dean of Students office have been working on that very question and will be sending a 

communication in the next couple of days that outlines a system for returning to campus to 

gather your things in the coming weeks and months. If you are a long distance or international 

boarder who stayed in the area but is now making flight plans to travel home before April 1st and 

would like to inquire about coming to campus to move your belongings before you depart, please 

contact the Dean of Students office (DOS@madeira.org) directly with your plans and we will do 

our best to assist you. 

We are also working on plans for those of you who may not be able to return to campus for your 

belongings this spring, and we will send communication about that as well, though this may take 

a little longer to organize. Please bear with us as we develop all these systems, as there are 

multiple moving parts and it requires some coordination between various Madeira departments. 

INTERNATIONAL FAMILIES 

For our international boarders and families, we wanted to specifically address some of the issues 

affecting you. 

I-20 Forms 

If your I-20 was not signed and it expires before the date you are scheduled to return to campus 

in August 2020, please contact the Dean Of Students Office (DOS@madeira.org). 

F-1/M-1 Visas 

• We have been in touch with the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) who 

have asked schools to send them details on any temporary procedural adaptations 

including online classes.  We have sent them our plan for distance learning as 

confirmation that all of our students continue to take their Madeira classes.  

• SEVP has confirmed that they “will allow F-1 and/or M-1 students to temporarily count 

online classes towards a full course of study and their F-1 visa will remain active during 

this time.”  This applies to both students who are taking online classes in the United 

States as well as students who are taking online classes from outside the United States. 

• US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) says that “students who continue to 

make normal progress in their course of study remain eligible for admission into the 

United States.” 
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Transfer of an I-20 

• If you need to transfer your I-20 to a college/university or to another high school, we will 

notify you of the proper process once we have finalized the details. As far as we know, 

there are no deadlines concerning I-20 transfers at the moment. 

Further information can be found at the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

website: 

• Guidance on COVID-19: https://www.ice.gov/covid19 

• FAQ for SEVP Stakeholders about COVID-19: 

https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2020/COVID-19FAQ.pdf 

If you have any questions regarding I-20 or visas that are not addressed above, please contact the 

Dean of Students Office (DOS@madeira.org).  

We understand that this is a challenging time and we are here to support you. Thank you for your 

patience throughout this process. We are all disappointed that we will not finish the year together 

on campus, but hope you are well and stay healthy throughout the coming months. 

Sincerely,  

Ms. Zahradnik 
Dean of Students 

 

 


