
 

 
March 13, 2020 

Dear International Parents and Students, 

All of us at Madeira are concerned about the fact that students are far away from home, and parents 
have their daughters in a foreign land. We are sensitive to the fact that most of you have made plans to 
remain in the US during spring break.   Please reach out to me, or to anyone else on the administrative 
team if there is anything we can do to help you through this challenging period.  We hope that a definite 
decision this week regarding campus closure will give all of you a little time to plan ahead. 

For those of you who have daughters staying with host families, please connect with that host family in 
order to provide them with consent for the medical treatment of your daughter should she fall ill while 
she is in their care, as well as your contact information. Some medical facilities will look for a document 
such as an email for consent for care while others will ask for the family to call you for consent. Please 
talk with the host family about what information or documentation they may prefer. Also, if you would 
like the Health Center to email a copy of your daughter’s health insurance card to her to have during the 
break, please email our director of nursing, Ms. Sotos at psotos@madeira.org. 

Also on the topic of host families, we have had more families step forward to offer to host students, so if 
you are still looking to be connected with a host or need a different host now that school plans have 
changed, please contact the Dean of Students office via email at dosoffice@madeira.org or phone at 
703-556-8211. 

We know some of you are bringing your daughters home. If Madeira holds classes on campus in Module 
7 and you choose to keep your daughter home for Module 7 due to travel restrictions and world health 
situation, we will allow your daughter to participate in her classes remotely. Teachers would modify 
assignments and assessments as needed, so learning would continue for your daughter. Your daughter 
would receive P/F grades for the module (numerical final grades would still be earned for multi-module 
courses). Your daughter should contact Ms. Mahoney at mmahoney@madeira.org if she is interested in 
this option. 

Madeira students, please take the time to help translate this message for your parents if necessary. We 
know you will want them to have this information and we want to make sure the communication is 
heard. 

Sincerely,  

Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 
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