
 

March 12, 2020 

Dear Madeira Community, 

The most recent developments on the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, have led our senior 
administration and our Crisis Management Team to meet on a daily basis to consider updated news, 
risks, and make decisions that are in the best interest of our community, while knowing that things may 
change even as you receive this letter. With the health of our community as our highest priority, along 
with ensuring our students can complete their coursework, we are taking the following proactive 
measures to reduce the risk of community exposure to COVID-19: 

• Dorms will close at 7pm March 14, and will remain closed for Mod 6, with a planned re-
opening date of May 2 at 9am. Given this change to standard operations, the DOS office will 
remain open until 7pm to provide some flexibility for those students who need to alter their 
current travel plans. As previously instructed, as you leave for spring break, please bring all 
books and materials needed for courses in modules 6 and 7. If a healthy student needs brief, 
one-time access to her dorm room during Mod 6, she can contact DOS to arrange an 
appointment to get into the room. 

• Classes for Mod 6 will be delivered through Distance Learning. Students will be earning 
standard grades during this time, as teachers are designing assessments that are meant to 
be completed off-site. Students will be hearing from each teacher each class day between 
10am and 2pm EST, and will be expected to complete and submit work by the deadlines, per 
usual. 

• Classes for Mod 7 are planned to begin on campus May 4. We will continue to monitor and 
assess the situation, and expect to communicate with you by April 17 if we have to alter this 
plan. Please wait for our communication before making return travel arrangements. For 
those travelling, this means if you are in an area identified for quarantine by the CDC, April 
17 would be your last day to travel in order to return to campus for the start of Mod 7 and 
meet the 14-day self-quarantine period.  

• Currently, some campus buildings remain open. Staff will be receiving additional 
information about expectations and the possibility of remote work shortly. Campus 
residents will receive further details about campus limitations in the coming days. 

• Professional travel has been eliminated for Mod 6.  
• Students who are scheduled for Mod 6 Co-Curriculum, your graduation requirement has 

been waived. You will receive further information from the Co-Curriculum office shortly. 

We understand these are significant steps that will cause disruption, disappointment, and changes to 
plans. We will continue to post updates on our coronavirus website, and will correspond directly with 
you for any major announcements and information. We do not have any COVID-19 cases on campus, so 
our risk remains relatively low at this time. However, public health officials predict COVID-19 will 

https://www.madeira.org/coronavirus-updates/


continue to spread, in Virginia, in the country, and around the world. This spread creates too much risk 
for our community, and could have potentially severe impact on our local health care system’s ability to 
provide critical care. If we had a campus COVID-19 outbreak, we would be unable to maintain a 
quarantine system that meets required public health standards, and we risk not having sufficient healthy 
adults to continue the educational process and care for our girls. 

By acting now to proactively plan for Distance Learning, we hope to give students, families, and faculty 
time to plan for this revised educational model for Mod 6. These are difficult decisions to make, but we 
believe taking these steps is necessary to both fulfill our educational mission and protect the health of 
our community and other communities to whom we are connected.  

I recognize our actions to mitigate risk represent a significant change to our educational model, as well 
as to our daily operations of routines, and will require considerable sacrifices from each of us. I 
especially regret the impact that Mod 6 Distance Learning will have on our graduating seniors, whose 
remaining time on campus is most limited. I am sad that in my last year I will miss seeing our girls daily, 
especially with such a short time left.  They are the ones who give me courage, brighten my day, and 
give me purpose.   

We realize there are many questions you will have. Our Crisis Management Team continues to meet 
daily to assess our situation. Please reach out to the Dean of Students office with student and dorm 
related questions, and we will respond to all inquiries as quickly as we can.  

To our parents, we appreciate your patience, understanding, and flexibility as we work through this new 
challenge together. I know the situation continues to change and evolve, and we face new questions 
daily. I promise to continue to provide information and updates regularly, as new information becomes 
available. 

To our faculty, I know that the transition to Distance Learning presents challenges. I am deeply grateful 
to all of you who are working incredibly hard to make this transition as smooth as possible, and to 
provide our students with the excellent education for which Madeira is known. 

To our staff, I know that responding to this situation will require much of you as we work to extend the 
School’s operations in new ways. I am grateful for everything you have done and will continue to do to 
ensure we fulfill our mission and our commitment to our students. 

To our students, I have enormous faith in you, whose health risks are generally low and for whom the 
disappointments are high. Your resilience and willingness to do your part to keep others safe, and your 
ability to make the most of a very difficult situation are inspiring.  

While today we face a novel health threat, time and time again, I have watched the Madeira community 
come together to support one another through difficult situations. I know this moment will be no 
exception. Take good care of yourselves and each other.  

 
Sincerely, 

Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 

mailto:dos@madeira.org

