
 
 
March 10, 2020 
 
Dear Madeira Community, 
 
I know many of you are concerned with the latest developments of the coronavirus, or COVID-
19. I would like to share with you the measures that we are actively taking. It is important for all 
of us to reassure our community and avoid panic, while at the same time addressing those 
things that we can control. Throughout the duration of this health crisis we will be adhering to 
the official guidelines provided by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and local health 
departments.   
 
Our Crisis Management Team is meeting regularly to monitor the situation, follow up on new 
developments, and update plans and contingencies. To assist you, we have created a 
coronavirus webpage that will be regularly updated as new information becomes available.  
 
Should it be necessary, Madeira has a robust plan for virtual learning. As we have done in the 
past, during instances like Snowmageddon (record snowfall that resulted in class cancellations 
for an extended time period) in 2010, students and faculty will utilize Powerschool for 
coursework (see page 18 of the Student/Parent Handbook where unexpected school 
cancellations and weather delays are outlined). Our plans would keep students moving forward 
in their learning and on track toward their graduation requirements. 
 
As a contingency and because of the rapidly unfolding nature of the current situation, students 
and teachers have been instructed to take with them, at the start of Spring Break, all books and 
materials needed for courses in modules 6 and 7. Should virtual learning be needed, students 
will be prepared.  
 
We are reminding all students—and please add your own reminders at home—to follow strict 
hygiene protocols:  wash your hand frequently and thoroughly, avoid touching your face, avoid 
handshakes, cover coughs, refrain from sharing food/drink, and remain home if ill.   
 
Our cleaning services will be doing a thorough, deep clean of campus facilities over spring 
break, as well as implementing a special protocol to ensure that high touch surfaces, such as 
doorknobs, are regularly cleaned. Likewise, our food services follow strict hygiene protocols 
and have adopted additional steps in their processes. 
 
We are also assessing special events and trips. We have made the decision to cancel upcoming 
lacrosse team and student leadership trips in the best interest of the health of our students, 
given the ongoing situation. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.madeira.org/coronavirus-updates/


 
While the spread of this virus puts older people at higher risk than children and teenagers, the 
many unknowns around its diagnosis, treatment, and levels of contagion are justifiably a cause 
for concern. At Madeira we are committed to working with our students, families, and faculty 
and staff to support a successful year. Should the situation warrant the need for virtual delivery 
of our program, please be assured that we will make the necessary accommodations and 
modifications so that students can realistically complete requirements and finish the school 
year.   
 
I want to thank all of you in advance for working with us for the benefit of our Madeira girls.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 
 


