
 
 
March 27, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Students of the Class of 2020, 
 
First of all, I hope all of you are keeping safe and healthy.  That is our biggest 
priority.  As we all get used to uncertainty and a new normal, I want to emphasize 
that you are such an integral part of our community, even if we are all working and 
staying together from a physical distance. 
 
This coming spring was supposed to be a time of celebration for all our seniors.  You 
have been an exceptional class, and I couldn’t have asked for better to have you as 
my partners in this last stretch of my formal career as an educator.   What stands out 
the most about you is how much you care for each other and how you have gone 
through your senior year as a coherent unit.  I want to highlight our student leaders, 
A’Nya, Gigi and Lyric, as well as our class presidents, Annie and Grace, and I also 
want to recognize all of you for being the role models that you have been to all our 
students.  They look up to you and admire you, and you all deserve the credit. 
 
We have set up a task force with our administrators and staff to address the many 
events and traditions that make up so much of our community time.  Our goal is to 
carry on with as many of them as we can.  Some may take a different form.  We 
welcome your ideas on how best to approach beloved traditions or events, begin 
new traditions, or simple ideas on ways to connect 
at: madeiraconnections@madeira.org.  
 
My biggest wish and dream is to celebrate you with a splendid graduation.  While I 
don’t know what shape this will take, you have my commitment to pull something 
off.  I will need your help and support to make this happen, and I know I can count 
on it.     
 
It is in times of hardship that the best leaders come forth.  I was just watching a 
documentary on Eleanor Roosevelt, who rose from total anonymity to being a world 
leader in her own way during difficult times.  I am reminded that she was a close 
friend of Lucy Madeira.  These remarkable women had such an impact in small and 
big ways, and here you are, heirs to Lucy’s tradition of functioning in disaster and 
finishing in style.  Hold your heads high knowing that you have legions of Madeira 
girls and women to support you. 
 
As we get used to this new normal, I look forward to welcoming you all back on 
Monday.  Even though we have to practice physical distancing, now is the time to 
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stay emotionally and socially connected.  We are all in this together, and we will 
come out of it stronger, wiser, and so well prepared to deal with whatever comes 
our way. 
 
I send you all my heartfelt and warmest regards. 
 
Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 
 
 


