
 

 

January 20, 2020 

Dear Madeira Parent, 

The health and safety of students and our school community is our highest priority. Madeira is closely monitoring 
international and national advisories from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), and is staying in close contact with state and local health departments regarding the recent 
coronavirus situation.  We also are monitoring any overseas travel to or from China by our students and employees. 

Currently, there are no cases of coronavirus infection in Virginia. According to the CDC, risk to the U.S. public is 
considered low at this time. Our Director of Nursing is closely following the situation and providing updates to the 
administrative team. 

When a new disease is circulating, it’s natural for people to be concerned and to ask what they can do to protect 
themselves and their families. The Fairfax County Health Department has prepared this handout about coronavirus. The 
most up-to-date information about the coronavirus outbreak can be found on the CDC website. 

To date, most of the agency guidelines are commonsensical, and include the same basic prevention precautions that are 
recommended for avoiding colds, flu, and other respiratory illnesses: covering coughs and sneezes, washing hands 
frequently, staying in private quarters if ill, minimizing the spread of germs by not sharing cups, utensils, etc. 

Every Madeira boarding student was required to attend a mandatory evening meeting with Health and Wellness Center 
(HWC) nurses and counselors at the start of influenza season last fall, where these and other basic illness-prevention 
protocols were reviewed.  A flu vaccine was strongly recommended for Madeira students and adults. Madeira girls are 
repeatedly reminded by faculty and staff, as well as HWC personnel, to be seen by a Madeira nurse when feeling unwell 
in any way.  When the HWC is closed, a Madeira nurse is always on call and can be reached by AOD and dorm parents by 
phone when needed.  Boarding students with communicable illnesses are cared for by family/friends off-campus or 
quarantined in the HWC.  Students returning to campus from a communicable illness-related absence must be screened 
by a Madeira nurse prior to return to classes or dorm living to ensure their good health. 

Given the rapidly unfolding nature of this situation, we suggest looking into possible contingencies for spring break 
travel. With airline travel in flux, alternative arrangements, such as exploring options with local families and reaching out 
to local guardians, is recommended for those planning international travel. 

Should the risk to our community (from the current coronavirus outbreak or any communicable illness) increase, 
appropriate additional steps will be taken by Madeira's HWC and Administration teams and we will notify you as 
necessary. 

Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 
Head of School 
The Madeira School 


