
 

 

March 30, 2020 

Dear Madeira Parents, 

Today we began our first day of Distance Learning. Over the break, our faculty worked hard to 

reconfigure their classes, attend almost daily technology workshops, and get ready to make each 

class as interactive and personalized as possible. The administration has also been working to 

ensure that we are keeping abreast of all the questions and concerns that you are sharing with us. 

I want to emphasize that we are committed to doing our best for every student. 

The faculty have been working to develop their courses in what we are calling an asynchronous, 

relationship-oriented model, which reflects not only that Madeira’s student body is a global one, 

but also that we know learning is deepened by relationships. We are not all in the same time zone 

and every household does not have the same access to the internet or devices, so A block no 

longer begins at 8:30 am Virginia time. Through the use of technology, teachers are providing 

Madeira students opportunity to learn in small groups, during “office hours,” individually 

(reflection is a key part of the learning process) and, sometimes, in “real” time. Each department 

is making choices about how the learning in its content area can best be offered in our 

asynchronous, relationship-oriented model. 

I am pleased to report that while there were certainly a few bumps, I think our first day of 

Distance Learning went very well. Stacy Tippens, our Ed Tech Specialist, reported, “Students 

and teachers were able to connect through PowerSchool, Microsoft Teams, email, and OneNote. 

They talked both synchronously and asynchronously. Students who had technological issues 

reached out, and when they did, we were able to help them in every case.” 

We have established separate task forces for events and traditions, and we will come up with 

ways in which we can celebrate them in some way. Please share your ideas on how best to 

approach beloved traditions or events, begin new traditions, or simple ideas on ways to connect 

at: madeiraconnections@madeira.org. (I hear there may be a “Virtual Gnome Hunt”- adapted 

from one of the girls’ most beloved traditions – coming soon. Shh! It’s a surprise for the 

students.) 

Just as we want to maintain our sense of community with our students, we will be offering parent 

grade-level meetings soon – more information to come shortly. 

We also have a team working to re-design our Co-Curriculum program to focus on virtual skill 

development. Most of our students who were set to go out on Co-Curriculum during Mod 6 have 

signed up for electives or moved a Mod 7 course to Mod 6.  
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In addition to academic classes, please know that advisors will be working with your daughters, 

that our counselors are ready to support them, and that college preparation work will continue. 

We continue to work to be able to hold an all school meeting virtually and hope to find the 

solution so we can hold one next week.  

Although our Distance Learning model has been tried before during snow days and other short 

term interruptions, this is going to be a much longer period of time. We will need your feedback, 

good and bad, to keep improving and making sure that we are both teaching and maintaining a 

strong sense of community.  

These are challenging times. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. 

Warm regards, 

Pilar Cabeza de Vaca 

Head of School 

 


